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Til x kk arc two large poems in Sanskrit, which, from century in 
century, have been 390 loved and valued by the natives of India, 
that it would not be preposterous to describe Hindustan :m tin* 
country which poaseasea the R&miyana and the MnhAbliftrota. 

Some trumpet-notes were long ago sounded in their praise 
by Sir William Jone-*, whose Sanskrit-emblazoned banner w:»s 
upheld with well energy that the scholars of all Europe rallied 
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around it. But although these Orientalists have, ever since,- 
been giving us, at intervals, interesting outlines and exquisite 
specimens of portions of the poems, it is only within the lust 
few years that Europe has pos&eaaed any complete translation of 
either work. 

Tim comparative ages of the poems have given rise to much 
able discussion, from which we gather, tliat some portions of the 
M&hahbArata are probably more ancient than any portion of the 
Rfan&yana ; but that, taken as a whole, the Rumuyaim L» pro- 
bably the older composition. The Hindu name for a poem of 
this description, which is complete within itself, and is the work 
of a single author, is KAvya, and, judged by this rule, the 
RkmAyana is a KAvya; and Y&linSki is the author, poet, or 
knvi, who composed the RAmAyaiui. And because the R&niA- 
yaua lias unity, and is stamped with the individuality of a single 
miud, and is pre-eminent for purity of diction, it ranks higher 
as a work of art than the MuliAbh&ruta, which » encumbered 
with foreign accretions, and has been made subservient to prac- 
tical purpose*. 

The KAmayana narrate* the deeds of princes who reigned at 
Ayodhyft, the town or country now known to us as Oude. 
Ruma, the hero, is the eldest son of Dnsaratha, king of Ayodhyft, 
which is described as the chief city of the |wovinee of K<»*la. 
Rama has three younger brothers, hut the poem opens at a pe- 
riod previous to the birth of these sons. The city of Ayodhya, 
in which king Dasaratlm dwelt, is thus described 

"The streets and alleys of this city were admirably disposed, 

and the principal streets well watered It was beautified 

with garden* fortified with gates, crowded with 

charioteers and messengers furnished with arms, adorned with 
banner*, filled with dancing girls and dancing men, crowded 
with elephants, horsi** and eh mints, and with merchants and 
amlvaMdore from various countries. It resembled a mine of 
jewels or the residence of Sri. The walk were variegated with 
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diver* son* of gems, like the divisions of a chess-board; 1 the 
houses formed one continued row, of equal height, resounding 
with the music of the tabor, the twang of the bow, and the 
sacred sound of the Veda. It was perfumed with incense, chap- 
lets of flowers, and articles for sacrifice, by their odour cheering 
the heart.* 

" 1" this city of well-fed, happy people, no one practised a roll- 
ing not his own. .... None were without relations The 

men loved their wives; tho women were faithful and 

obedient to their husbands No one was without ear-rings; 

no one went unperfumed. No Brfihmnn was without tho con- 
stant fire, and no man gave less than a thousand rupees to the 
Brfikmana. This city was guarded by warriors as a mountain- 
den by lions ; filled with homes from Kamboja and other places, 
and elephants from tho Vindhya and Himalaya mountains; and 
governed as Indrn governs hia city, by Daoaratha, chief of the 
race of Ikshwaku.” * 

This king was perfectly skilled in the Vedas and Vedangas, 
beloved by hi* people, a great charioteer, and constant in sacri- 
fice- His courtiers were wise, capable of understanding a nod, 
and constantly devoted to him. Eight Br&lunans are mentioned 
as chief counsellors — two as chosen priesls ,— and these appear 
to have been his prime minister* ; sis: others were also in office. 
" Surrounded by all these counsellor* — learned, faithful, eminent, 
—seeking by wise counsel* the good of the kingdom, Dasarathu 
shone resplendent as the sun irradiating the world.’’* 

But even Dnaarntha, king of Avodhys, had a grief: he pined 
because he had no son; and, consulting hia Brahmans, they 
brought an ascetic or devotee capable of conducting for him the 
aawanicdliB, or horse- sacrifice, supposed to ensure the boon dc- 



' This owms to iivdic-i’.o 

l>al ti» I.il', M i* Auyrio, ifco <t*U» 
•>m iimtnvr.Ied wilh souk . Srr 

■ C.rvy, n>l. i. pp 



• Tho nboro ii pron msilv TOrbitin 
•iih Cv*j'i tnulUion, only uiniuiiig 
■II wyeliuora aiul rvil-.m!m.rir» 

• Carey, rot. L p. 3. 
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sired by him who performs it with sufficient munificence. The 
sacrifice succeeded, the divinities were propitiated, and the king’s 
three wives Itecame the mothers of four sons. Hie first and 
favourite wife hud two sons: Kama and Lakahmona. R:\ma 
was the eldest of the four, destined by his father to assist hint 
in his advancing years, and to succeed to tin* throne at his de- 
mise. 

Nothing is said of the young princes during their infancy ; 
but when they are on the verge of manhood, the celebrated 
Brnhman, Viswfimitrn, appear* at court, soliciting the king to 
allow Rama to go with him to hia hermitage in the hills, and 
clear it from fiends, who destroy his attempts to perform a ten- 
night sacrifice. 1 The king is distracted by contending feelings, 
his rcrcmicc for Viswiimitra, and love for his son, being equally 
unbounded. After aomo efforts at remonstrance he yields, but 
not until Viswimitrn'- anger wna such, that "fear seised even 
the gods.” The king’* two sons, Klim* and Lak*lnn*na, arc 
then sent away with their holy guide. RSma was taken to holy 
water to render him proof against fatigue, disease, or change of 
form. On the following day Viswflmitra presents him with celes- 
tial weapons, and thus prepared, tlie party proceeded to the her- 
mitage, where, in "dreadful combat,” Rain* encountered and 
destroyed the "night- wandering Rflksbasas.” On Iraring the 
hermitage, some of the pious anchorites accompanied tlieiu as far 
as “ G angn’a sacred bank and, pointing out to them “ where 
lay a l*oat fast moored," bid them embark. No sooner were 
they in the middle of the stream than 

“ Tlioj hoard tho l»ctt»j, cenacles sound of mighty nnl«a 
cnuhuig down." 

And immediately we find ourselves near to Gangotri mid Jam- 

• VusAmltra will W> r?mcnib.T»d «• 

■n lni]iuKul ffauwetur in fS.. R-j-V.-K 
•mmntnllj % man of il.xiS.il nltv.nuS.'r, 

■ho o««r»fUv»»rd» ijipoir. in ll» ohrn- 



luli of his oounlfT u a triio—nfiiliw 
ItrUnuun. fe rcsurli to 1UI nlh.'l 

in our C jij.t.r IV. 
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nutri, the sources of the: Ganges; only the poet holds the exploded 
opinion that the Ganges take* it» rise in the Minus* Lake. 

•* High on Kail lisa's sacred peaks, lud in it* patio of pathless 
gloom, 

Lie* a deep lake, which B(*lnn:i erst colled into Icing tv n 
thought; 

And from its ever silent depths, by unknown mountain- dcfls, 
flows foilli 

The stately river, which, at lust, washes thy fathers' city 
round." * 

At the sound of the endless, crashing water, Roma bowed his 
head iu silent, wondering reverence, whilst the boat glided on 
across the mighty stream, until, on reaching its southern hank, 
a forest rose before the travellers, hanging like a blackening 
thunder-cloud upon the lofty cliff.' Stories are here introduced 
of goddesses who are also rivers, tributaries to the Ganges ; but 
these arc, I understand, unfit for translation, and they arc easily 
separated from the beautiful descriptions of character and scenery 
amongst which they are introduced. The point to which the 
holy guide was conducting hi* young pupil* was Mithihl, iu 
Tirhut, where a certain king, named Jannkn, Tended, whose 
daughters and Dicers would, ho considered, prove desirable wives 
for the four young princes. 

Janaka, king of Mithila, received the t rare Her* with mudi 
solemnity. Joining his hands together, lie said to ViswSmitra : 
“ O thou, god-like ! take a place among the great sage*.’’ And 
having seated the holy man, he drew near with joined palm*, 
saying: “0 thou heavenly one! to-day am 1 bleared with the 
w ater of immortality .” Then, turning to his young companions, 
he naked who arc “ those noble youths, of majestic glut like the 

elephant, courageous n* the tiger and buffalo, with eyes 

like the lotus, of god-like aspect, and armed with dagger*?" 



' W.etmlMkr IW», CM. 1R10. |>. Ul. 
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Viswimitra replies, that they arc the sons of the king of Ayodhyft, 
come to Mithilfi to enquire after king Janaka's great bovr. The 
how was at once sent for, and brought in an eight- wheeled car- 
riage drawn by eight hundred men . 1 To the man who could 
draw this lx>w, the kiug had promised liia most lovely daughter, 
whose name was SitA. None hut K&ma could either lift or bend 
the weighty weapon; hut he, with one hand, snapt it asunder, — 
and the crash wo* like that of a falling mountain. 

And thus Kdroa won the lovely SJtfi for his bride, whilst to 
h Li brotlien* were awarded the three other princesses of Mitbild. 
AyodhyA being only a four days' journey (list an t from the king- 
dom of MithilA, the old king, l)a*arath»> with his counsellors, 
journeyed thence to attend the celebration of his sons' nuptials. 
Kaio and costly presents of shawls and silks, furs and precious 
atones/ were made upon Che occasion ; and then the whole party 
returned to AyodbyH, where Dasantha'* wive* were eager to 
embrace the beautiful brides of their sons. And "all these 
ladic*, sumptuously clad iu silk, and entertaining each other 
with agreeable conversation, hastened to the temples of the gods 
to offer incense / 1 * 

To the aged monarch, the return of his son llama appeared aa 
the accomplishment of the one great wish of his life, and he joy- 
fully ooiiuucmx'd prcparutiims for Ins public acknowledgment as 
rice-king, sharing with himself the honour and fatigues of lu* 
throne. But this happiness was prevented by the intrigues of 
DssnnUha's second w ife, who desired that her son Bharata should 
Ik* the future king. Unfortunately, Dusanithii had once given 
her the promise that he would grant any two boons she pleased 
to ask. 

Kaikeyi herself seem* to have forgotten this promise, and to 
have been not unfriendly towards Rama, but a crooked waiting- 
maid, named Mnntbartl, wlio was surveying the town from the 



' Hindu Ruttfc, vol. I. p. ‘.’SO. 



' Hum, *0l ii. flp. 273-21W. 
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paliu'r roof, anil observed flags anil tlovrcra, and hccdU and 
music, became awnrc that preparations were making for the in- 
atoll a lion of Kausalyd’s son. Rushing dovm in furious haste to 
where the queen, KaikeyJ, lay asleep, she worked upon her worst 
passions, and never rented until she had mode tar fed more 
wicked and jealous than herself. She then reminded her mis- 
tress of the vow which the king had formerly made to grant two 
boons, and suggested that she should demand that her own son 
Bharat* be installed as vice-king, and that Kama be bani-lml to 
the woods for twice seven year*. Gradually, hate and jealousy 
were sufficiently engendered ; and then Kaikcyi tore oil' her jewels 
and threw herself on the ground in the “dumber of anger.” 1 

“ Tlie lady of the glorious eyes 
lUeo from her couch, as Mantlmr* hulo liar ri&\ 

And sought the mourner’s coll, in beauty's pride, 

Snro of hi* lore who gave and i*e>r dental. 

There on the ground, obedient to the girt. 

She threw tar necklace and each matchkas pourL" 

At the accustomed hour, king Dnsarallia sought for Kaikcyi 
in her palace, where 

" Stalked flantingtes. mist with swans and cranes 
And gorgeous peacocks spread their jewelled trains. 

There screamed llie parrel in his borne of wire : 

Tbore breathed the musie of the flute and lyre. 

There many a damsel united in the shade; 

Here sul a dwarf ; and there a crcoklxn.k maid 
Lay in the shadow of the woven bower. 

Where glowed the ehnmpak und awika Howe*. 

Tliere many a porch, above tta waving woad. 

On ivory columns wrought with silver, stood. 14 
• •»••• 



1 Tkw chamber, cllnl tnJtUfru, re. crime to it when disrontnuel or 
i». Mr. Ward tall, u., so ImstiLtiou *H’I with lb-ir Itwbands. &■* C.1- 
anil la voxot ia Hindu faiuiUm, *■'«. tutu lUvw», No. ale. p, 1-0 




